CHAPTER XLII

THE WAR AGAINST NIZAM-UL-MULK AND
NADIR SHAH'S INVASION

A 0  1737 AND 1738

NIZAM-UL-MULK had been watching with concern the extra-
ordinary progress of the Maratha arms. The stern old
soldier feared that the emperor, who had never forgiven
his desertion, might well confer on Bajirao the government
of the Deccan, The Nizam would then have to defend his
province against the united onslaught of the Marathas
and the imperial army. He had, during Bajirao's recent
campaign, adopted so threatening an attitude that Bajirao
had written to his brother Chimnaji Appa, ordering him to
watch with a large force ths Nizam's movements. "If he
attempts," wrote the anxious Peshwa, "to cross the Narbada,
fall instantly on his rear and put heelropes on him"." The
threat of an attack from Chimnaji's army kept the Nizam
within his own borders. But after Bajirao's retreat he let
the emperor know that he was again willing to serve and
to defend, so far as lay in his power, the Moghul throne.
Danger had softened Mahomed Shah's hatred of Nizam-ul-
Mulk and he sent to the viceroy several flattering messages
and an imperial, decree by which he raised the Nizam to
the command of eight thousand horse and graciously
invited him to return to court. On the 22nd June 1737
the veteran statesman appeared at Delhi.

The emperor and his courtiers vied with each other in
their deference to the pardoned rebel; and in spite of his

* Grant Doff.   The great historian must have seen the letter given  in the
appendix to the last chapter,   The phrase occurs there.